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Parish Pastoral Council - Meeting Minutes 
 

Date: June 14, 2022  
Time: 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 
Location: Social Hall B 
Attendees:  

• Present: Ron Bisek, Mickey Custodio, Pam Erkel, Mary Hoffman, Tom Mahowald (Trustee),  
Fr. Tony O’Neill, Jeff Ritacco, Michael Schmidt, Carol Wirsbinski 
New members:  Amara Peterson, Brian Sattler, Micki Schaefer 

• Absent: Joe Cullen (Finance Council Chair), Mary Margaret Hoden 

• Minutes: Submitted by Mary Hoffman, Secretary 

Call to order: 7:00pm by Ron Bisek  

Opening Prayer: Ron Bisek 

Chair Update: Ron Bisek 

• Ron welcomed the new members to the Council. 

• The Bylaws/Constitution have been approved by the Archdiocese with minimal 
amendments.  One change was the addition of Council members completing the Essential 
Three safe environment training. 

• Ron was a participant in the culmination of the Synod process on Pentecost weekend.  
There were 500 participants comprised of two parishioners from each parish in the 
diocese as well as a priest from each parish.  Three major focus areas for the parishes and 
diocese were agreed upon by all in attendance.  Ron remarked that it was an awe-
inspiring experience. 

o The archbishop will continue to discern on his own.  A pastoral letter will be sent 
to all parishes on the Feast of Christ the King in November, outlining the mission, 
overall goals and the major focus areas for all parishes. 

 
Pastor’s Report: Fr. Tony O’Neill 

• Staffing:  Fr. Tony said that the hiring process is still in process.  A music director has 

been hired and started last Wednesday, June 8.  Faith Formation positions are still open; 

there is one full-time and one half-time position available.  Interviews for the 

Communications Manager position will take place soon. 

• Kneelers: Kneelers will be installed in the main church this fall.  Fr. Tony will 

communicate this to parishioners in July.  Funds have already been set aside for the 
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project as it has been a longtime request of the archdiocese that this project be 

completed.   

• Outgoing PPC Members:  Fr. Tony thanked the two outgoing members, Mickey Custodio 

and Mary Hoffman, for their years of service on the Council. 

 

Finance Council Report: Michael Schmidt 

• Fiscally, the parish is in good shape.  SJN is currently 4.3% above budget and expects to 
be approximately 4% above budget by the end of this fiscal year in July.  Christmas, 
Easter, and Holy Days are approximately 10% above budget.  However, charitable stock 
giving is below budget. 

o The budget for the next fiscal year is in process. 

• The first phase of the HVAC (heating, ventilation, air conditioning) project has been 
completed.  The next phase will begin in the fall. 

 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Elections: Ron Bisek 

• Feedback on the election process was solicited from both new members and current 
members of the Parish Pastoral Council, as the process was changed from previous 
years.  In general, all agreed that the process used this year should continue for next 
year. 

o Action: Mary will compile the list of comments and suggestions from Council 
members to use as a springboard for next year. 

 

Open Parish Meeting: Ron Bisek 

• Approximately 50 parishioners attended the meeting.  Presentations were given by Ron 
Bisek (PPC Chair), Joe Cullen (Finance Council Chair) and Fr. Tony (Pastor).  Parishioners 
were able to ask questions following the presentations.   

 

• After discussion and review, all agreed that this format should be used again 
next year. 

 

SJN Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Goals for 2021-2022: Ron Bisek 

• Committees will submit their forms indicating accomplishments and progress toward 
their goals for this past year by June 30.  Once all forms are turned in, Ron will distribute 
them to all Council members.  These will be used to set the direction for the upcoming 
year and will be a focus at the PPC August retreat. 

 

• Fr. Tony observed that, at some point, he may want to look at our committees and 
possibly add more.  The Synod outcome communicated by the Archbishop in November 
will help guide the direction of this. 
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Parish Pastoral Council Retreat: Ron Bisek 

• The August retreat for all Council members will be held on Sunday, August 14, from 1:30 
to 4:30, after the noon Mass.  The agenda for the retreat will be sent out in July for 
review and input. 
 

Family/Children Ministries at SJN: Michael Schmidt 

• Michael will send his findings regarding family and children ministries/participation to 
Fr. Tony.  Fr. Tony will review the data and take it under advisement. 

 

John Paul II Conference: Fr. Tony 

• Preparation is well underway for the conference, Healing the Whole Person, occurring in 
November.  There is a core team working on the preparations.  Many volunteers will be 
needed. 

• Fr. Tony commented that this conference will bring tremendous healing to people and 
recommends it for everyone.   

• The conference is open to people all over the country.  In addition to parish and local 
promotions, information will also be in the Catholic Spirit newspaper and announced on 
Relevant Radio.  Registration for the conference begins on August 1. 

 

Committee/Ministry Updates: Ron Bisek 

Ron asked for a brief overview of each of the committees from their respective liaisons. 

• Justice and Charity: Carol Wirsbinski 
o Carol reported that good progress has been made towards Catholic Social Teaching.  

The committee will be educating the parish on its meaning, including the seven 
tenets of Catholic Social Teaching.  It is the hope this this will be incorporated into 
the parish as a way of life.  Education begins this fall. 

o The committee is also looking at succession planning so that transition is seamless 
when leadership changes. 

• Liturgy:  Pam Erkel 
o The Lenten season and the Triduum went very well. 
o More volunteers are still needed, especially altar servers and sacristans.  More 

trainings have been scheduled for new volunteers. 
o Masses and liturgies are going well.  During the offertory, procession of the gifts by 

parishioners has been added back. 

• Faith Formation:  Jeff Ritacco and Mickey Custodio 

o Registration for Faith Formation began on June 1 for the upcoming school year.  
Registration is online.  Discussion took place regarding the possibility of having a 
discount for those who volunteer. 

o The year went well, with most programs ending in May. 
o It was suggested that Faith Formation committees from other parishes meet to 

discuss what went well for them and what did not work well.  This is may possibly 
happen next year. 

o The committee is still looking for new members. 



  

Approved June 14, 2022 Page 4 of 4 

• Pastoral Care:  Mary Hoffman 
o The committee observed that the website could be more user-friendly for those 

looking for ways to volunteer.  The website is an important tool for communicating 
the many ministries that are offered at SJN.   A question also arose as to whether we 
should bring back Ministry/Commitment Sunday. 

o   Banners for each of the committees were designed and constructed several years 
ago.  The committee was asking where those might be and if it would be possible to 
place them in the Social Hall, especially on Donut Sundays.  These would showcase 
the different committees at SJN. 

 

 
Currently Anticipated August Retreat Items 

• Pastor Update 

• Goals/Accomplishments of PPC/Committees – discussion 

• PPC Goals and direction for the upcoming year 

• Executive Team/Liaison assignments 

 
Currently Anticipated October Items 

• Parish Council Retreat:  follow-up and debrief 

• PPC Goals – discussion 

• Finance Council budget snapshot for current fiscal year 

 
 

Adjournment – Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
 
Next Meetings: 

• Sunday, August 14, 2022 – PPC August Retreat @ 1:30pm (Location TBD) 

• Tuesday, September 13, 2022 – Joint Council/Committee Meeting @ 7:00pm (Social Hall A) 

• Tuesday, October 11, 2022 – Parish Pastoral Council meeting @ 7:00pm (Social Hall B) 


